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1 Thessalonians 1:1, Paul, Silas and Timothy, To the church of 
the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ: Grace and peace to you. 2 We always thank God for 
all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. 3 We 
remember before our God and Father your work produced 
by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance 
inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:12, Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, 
to acknowledge those who work hard among you, who care 
for you in the Lord and who admonish you. 13 Hold them in 
the highest regard in love because of their work. Live in 
peace with each other. 14 And we urge you, brothers and 
sisters, warn those who are idle and disruptive, encourage 
the disheartened, help the weak, be patient with everyone. 
15 Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but 
always strive to do what is good for each other and for 
everyone else. 

 

Four Keys to Becoming an Unstoppable Church: 

1. The Church Honors Its LEADERS 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:12, Now we ask you, brothers and 
sisters, to acknowledge those who work hard among you, 
who care for you in the Lord and who admonish you. 13 
Hold them in the highest regard in love because of their 
work.  
 

 
 
Hebrews 13:15, Through Jesus, therefore, let us 
continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of 
lips that openly profess his name. 16 And do not forget to 
do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices 
God is pleased. 17 Have confidence in your leaders and 
submit to their authority, because they keep watch over 
you as those who must give an account. Do this so that 
their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of 
no benefit to you. 
 

2. The Leaders Love and Lead The CONGREGATION 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:12, Now we ask you, brothers and 
sisters, to acknowledge those who work hard among you, 
who care for you in the Lord and who admonish you. 13 
Hold them in the highest regard in love because of their 
work. 
 
1 Peter 5:2, Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your 
care, watching over them—not because you must, but 
because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not 
pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve; 3 not lording 
it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the 
flock. 4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will 
receive the crown of glory that will never fade away. 
 

Ephesians 4:11, So Christ himself gave the apostles, the 
prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12 to 
equip his people for works of service, so that the body of 
Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the 
faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and 
become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the 
fullness of Christ. 
 



James 3:1, Not many of you should become teachers, my 
fellow believers, because you know that we who teach 
will be judged more strictly. 

 
3. The Church and Leaders Know How to Get ALONG 

 
1 Thessalonians 5:13, … Live in peace with each other. 
 

Philippians 2:2, then make my joy complete by being 
like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit 
and of one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or 
vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above 
yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each 
of you to the interests of the others. 

 

4. The Church Deals Properly with Challenging 
PEOPLE 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:14, And we urge you, brothers and 
sisters, warn those who are idle and disruptive, 
encourage the disheartened, help the weak, be patient 
with everyone. 15 Make sure that nobody pays back 
wrong for wrong, but always strive to do what is good for 
each other and for everyone else. 
 

Ephesians 4:31, Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, 
brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. 32 
Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving 
each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. 


